Beyond the Ingenue: Trailblazers
in·gé·nueˌ(anjəˈno͞o,ˈänjəˌno͞o/)
an innocent or unsophisticated young woman, especially in a
play or film.
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In 2018, Music Theatre of Madison created a revue of musical theatre
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songs for women that didn't focus on falling
looked
characters dealing with motherhood, loss, abuse, body image, aging,
"having it all," and more. The response was overwhelmingly positive. We
took previews of the production to three libraries, three senior centers,
two schools, and a homeless shelter, and concluded with a full concert
presentation which sold out both performances. People of all genders
were moved by the depth and breadth of stories we told. They were also
as surprised as we were at just how difficult it was to find those stories
told in musical theatre.
The truth is, womxn (the version of the word that includes all persons on
the gender binary, used in both the singular and plural) are not well
represented in musicals, or really in many forms of entertainment. They
are so often relegated to simple storylines overshadowed by men and
pigeonholed into very specific "types," which often have a lot to do with
how they look. Why, in a world with so many amazing womxn, is this the
case?

Though it was only two years ago, 2018 was a different world. In the face
of unprecedented challenge, womxn continue to set examples of
greatness every day. In our effort as a company to expand
understanding of musical theatre and look at the future of the art form,
we commissioned ten Wisconsin song-writing teams (with at least one
womxn on each) to work with ten local performers and create pieces
about trailblazers; people who have defied the odds, broken the rules,
and created new pathways for our world, historically and today. What
resulted was Beyond the Ingenue: Trailblazers, a concert of songs about
womxn that deserve entire musicals. Originally a cast of ten, we added a
song and cast member upon the death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg on
September 18, 2020.
There are many, many more amazing womxn out there. Because the
fact is, the people we're portraying are well-known. There are millions
more who are heroic and inspiring that we don't know. Music helps us to
celebrate their lives and see inside their souls.
The stories are out there. It's time to tell them. Beyond the Ingenue is
just the beginning.

The first all-female creative team in
Broadway history was Sara Bareilles’
Waitress.
The first all-female writing team in
history to win the Tony Award for
writing a musical was Jeanine Tesori
and Lisa Kron, who wrote Fun Home.
This was in 2015.
The first musical written and directed
by womxn to win the Tony Award for
Best Musical was 2019's Hadestown.
None of the writers or directors on the
above-mentioned musicals were
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, people of
color)
Womxn constitute two-thirds of
Broadway audiences and 70% of
regional theatre audiences.
Only about 30% of musicals currently
on Broadway count a womxn as part
of their writing team.
From 2010-2020, only about 40% of
contracts at regional theatres were
offered to womxn. Of these womxn,
an average of 2-3% were womxn of
color. Less than 1% were trans
womxn.

Questions to consider:
Why do you think Broadway and regional theatres keep sticking to
producing the same types of pieces, which are often written by men
and show womxn in stereotypical, shallow roles?
How can audiences be persuaded to engage in stories about womxn
and others with marginalized identities, even if they are new or not
well-known?
How can we use musical theatre as a way of amplifying womxn's
voices, especially the voices of BIPOC and other marginalized
populations?
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What types of womxns' stories and creations in theatre or other forms
www.ehartnett.com
of entertainment have made an impression on941-755-2766
you in your lifetime?
Who is a womxn you'd like to see a musical written about?
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"I’ve worried that we still need to approach female characters as victims to accept
them as heroes." -Alexis Soloski, New York Times theater critic
The womxn portrayed in Beyond the Ingenue: Trailblazers
*Indicates the song about this person will be performed at the library preview performance
Lisa Ben (1921-2015): Ben, a science-fiction writer, illustrator, and musician, was the publisher of the first gay
magazine, "Vice Versa".
Greta Thunberg* (born 2003): At merely 16, Thunberg is a prolific Sweedish climate change activist who has
attracted international attention for her youth and passionate pleas for change. She was the TIME Person of
the Year for 2019.
Sarah McBride (born 1990): A transgender rights activist and author of the book Tomorrow Will Be
Different, McBride is a current Democratic candidate for Delaware State Senate.
Lavinia Dock* (1858-1956): Dock was a women's health and social activist who lived among poor and minority
communities and wrote the book of nursing standards used for many years.
Amelia Earhart* (1897-1937): Earhart was an aviator and author who, in 1932, was the first woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic.
Kristen Bell (born 1980): This popular singer, producer, and actress is also an advocate for mental health
awareness and active philanthropist for humanist causes.
Viola Davis (born 1965): A celebrated actress of stage, film, and television, with numerous awards and
accolades to her credit, Davis spends much of her time advocating for better healthcare, an end to poverty and
hunger, and the Black Lives Matter movement.
Michelle Obama (born 1964): Best known as the First Lady of the United States from 2008-2016, Obama is
also an attorney, educator, author, speaker, and human rights activist.
Princess Ka'iulani of Hawaii* (1875-1899) : As the last heir to the throne of the Hawaiian kingdom, Ka'iluani
fought fiercely against its overthrow and white colonization by petitioning leaders of foreign nations.
Jayne Houdyshell (born 1953): Houdyshell is a celebrated actress with decades of experience and a Tony
Award to her credit. She also works to inspire young actors to be themselves and follow their dreams.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1933-2020): "The Notorious RBG" was an attorney, advocate for womens' rights and
gender equality, and the second woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Top row: The Trailblazers, in the order listed above.
Bottom row: The performers portraying each womxn.
Visit www.mtmadison.com to read about the performers, songs, and composers!

